Assessment of Volume Status Using Ultrasonography.
Ultrasonography is a first-line diagnostic tool when evaluating volume status in the critical care patient population. Ultrasonography leads to a prompt diagnosis and more appropriate management plan, while decreasing health care costs, time to diagnosis, hospital length of stay, time to definitive operation, and mortality. It is recommended that critical care providers treating critically ill patients be skilled and competent in critical care ultrasonography. As the critical care population and the shortage of critical care physicians increases, advanced practice providers are becoming more prevalent in critical care areas and should be competent in this skill as well.